THE REPUBLIC: SUNDAY. AUGUST 4. 1901.

FRITTEN Full THE aUNDAY REPURLI
Ta one of ths great upheavils of nature
T nan 1 for meeting John WiHkes
) 31 At T iining in close comipanion-

ship sith him for pearly two weeks=

1" was i3 the wibter of 18822, when thia
remarkable goenius waa thrown upon my
Yospltallty, and notwithstanding the fact
L} he became the assas<in of President
Lilr i ® few vears afterwards, 1 have
evor sinee Tegurded him as one of the most
r sracters with whom 1 have
{ during a lifetime that has
e ompany of many dis-
tation agsnt aml telegraph
meron, Mo, through one of
uwstorms the country had

ovor expetienced, and which caused] great
it c and loga of life and property
throughout the Northwest., 1 became ac-
guainted with Rooth, The Hunnibal and

Jumepls Hallroad wa t that time the

Missourl, and was, In
o runping west of
cxeept a short Jine
Warrensburg.

grart of the Missouri Pacific

=t Louls o

Booth Arvived at Cameron on i
Snow-Selated Express Train.

1 Missoury depended

The people ©
upon the Hanoibal road nx a means of ship-
ping their oversupply of grain amd Jive

stock to Chicago and the Eastern markets
and during thut winter an nmense number

of hogs were guthered near the differvat
wtions, uwaiting their wurn to be shippmd
tasinard
Cameron, now one of the lesding towns of
Northwest Missosri, was at the timo of

wlhich I wrlte anly a small station of 3 §n-

Yabllapts, situnted thirty-five miles
eust of St Joseph The winters thiriy or
forty Years ago were much colder in the
Northiwest tn they are pow, amnd the one

thon especially was the coldest then

imeTon awoke one morn-
te fined a terrie snow-
g The storm began gome

e after midnight, snd did not abute its
furs for about forty hours. When the fall
of =now on the level was discovered 1o be
twsnty-eight Ir The wind blew from
the northwest during the entire slorm, and
the snow was drified In many places as
Ligh as twenty feel

About & o'clock on the evening alter the
begiuning of the blizzard the cast-bound
express arrived at Cameron from $t, Jo-
s=ph ln a sorry plight. The train had been
fighting its way all day through the [ast-
drifting anow and could neither proceed on
i's way or return to Et. Joseph on account
wf the heavy snowdrifts,

Tragedian and His Company

MWere En Route 1o Bt Leuis.

When the storm finally ccased the next
nfternoon the village of Cameron wWas prac-
tically fsplated from the outside world. The
rallroad was completely blockaded and the
snow was &0 deep and badly drifted ihe
farmers could not get to town. Among the
passengers upon the train were John Wilkes
Booth and his theatrical company. They
were relurning from an engagement on the
Tacific slops and wers billed to appear at
IreBars Opera-houssa In Bt Louls about
twn weeks from the day they arrived at
Cameron, There was but one small hotel
tn Cameron, and the village was already
pretty well crowded with hog and cattle
buyers from the East,

The advent of the people on the traln
mads the question of accommodations a
yvery serioug one, and the landlord of the
hotel was almost distractey] in his efforts to
make reom for his wouldbe gdests,

In the fall 1 bad Nled up & Very com-
fortable room in the depot, where 1 lodgrd
1 took mv meals at the hotel,

1 cobeerved one very prepossessing gen-
tieman among the theatrical people who
spoke with suthority and appeared to Da
one of the leaders of the combination. Boma
fmpulse moved ma to da my part towards
entertainlug the snowbound strangers, and
I said to him:

“Pardon me, sir, T have quits a comfort-
mbie room over In the station house, which
3 can share with one gentieman untll bet-
ter arrangemonts can be made™

Prepossessing Stranger Proved
10 Be Edwin Booth's Brother.

He thanked me heartily for my offer, and
extending his hand to me sald:

My name s Hooth, and the gentlemen
snd lndies you see with me compose my
theatrical who hava played 1o-
S*ther during our Pacific Coast tour. 1 will
Be very srateful to you for your generous
howpitality, aud

Tar s

LutRiAnY

will bes your guest myself

untll the snows havae cleared away sufli-
clently 1o permit us (o proceed on our jour-
Bes.”

Thus it happened that I was thrown Into
Cloxe o« anlonsghip with the great acior,
which continued for & number of days, and
which 1 have eover sltice regarded as one
of the most pleasant eplsodes of my life-
time Eo mgrecubly was [ entertalned by

my own guest snd o grestly was I often
fascinated by this somewhat erratlec but
pinguinrly remarksble child of genlus
Being & young man, Just out of cellege
gt the timel was somewha! impressionable,

no doul row, after the lapse of so
uny . of whler expe ¥ I have
o1l wun Tor changing the oplnions
1 feormed of Wilkes Booth while he was

at Cameron.,

ther almost wil of the time
durng the sauw blockade, for we took our
meals tegether, slept together and Booth
pinde iy offics his headquariers during the
marnings und afterpoons.

gome of John Wilkes Bootl's
Jdekyll and Hyde Characteristics,

He was oo diferent 1o auy man I have
ever met before or since it 4s Impossible to
give the reader a proper ldea of his unigque
personality and peculler characteristics by
dmwing comparisons between himself and
suy one else. There was not an hour dur-
fng the entire tme bhe remained with me
that some new and interesting phase of hiy
character was pol unfolded to me, and 1
was continvally wondering 1o myself whut
kind of a human being the winter winds
and snow had suddenly cust upon my com-
monplace life.

No man was evel more generously en-
dowed with manly strength and beauty,
and I have never beheld another man whose
faca could express so0 muany varled emo-
tions. From a look that was the pleture
of sunshine and joy, his face conld change
fostantly 10 one of the despest dejection
and woa, We bad not been together but a
few days untii I discovered that he had
practicully a dunl nature, one of which
wus of the most lovable and attractive de-
moription, whilst the olher was morose, tac-
fwurn and gloomy.

I have said It was imyp ble Lo puare
John Wilkes Booth tv any otber mam, but
there 18 cue well-knowsn character in fle-
tion whom Bootlh in & general way strik-
Ingly resembled. This person we find In
“The Strange Btory of Doctor Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde." If It i» possible among the hu-

¥ Buest

Booth, 1 could not helieve it untll the
evidence was emphatle and conclusive.
His whole demeanor toward myself and
every one with whom he came In contact
at Cameron wan so frank., open and gen-
eroux 28 to preclude the den that he was
capable of belng the ringleader in the
tragle event which ended hia pTYver
and caused the (gneminious
number of cthetrs,
He Was as Rollicking as the
Children Whom He Befriended.

Several little children playved around the

Hfe «

death o a

depot every day while Booth was there,
and with these innocett creatures he =gpon
became & prime favorite, He would teach

them games and engage 10 snowball battles
with them. waoild all foin
against him and worst

Fometimes they
)

* Mot
Bive Llm muci U

of 11, but he took (& all In perfect good na
ture and was as rollicking and boisterous
a= 1he test of them

For many wesks after Rip departurs the
littie girie apd boys would asik me when
“Mr. Boots™ was coming back again

He had the maxt sl faculty of making |
himself compantonable with almost every |

obe, but always retaining thelr respect and
estesm, In fact, it was Impossible for any
one to come In contact with this remark-
able man without recognizing his supwrior-
ty to ordinary mortals and beicg charmed
with hlg engaging personaliiy

Lika nll great actors, he was fond of lit-
erature, but be had hls especial favorites,
first among whom were Victar Hugo, 8ir
Walter Scott, Byron, Tennyron amid Hadgar
A. Poe. T used to read an hour or wo to
him every night, whila he would repose
on the bed smoking his pipe and comment
In an intelligent manner upon what 1 read
to bim. He clalmed that Tennyson's “'Pal-
ace of Art” was one of the laureale’s mas-
terpleces, but contended that most admirers
of that poet falled to read that poemn care-
fully enough to grasp its beautiful structure
and poetic imagery, as he termed it

Habit of Pacing the Floor While
Boliloquizing on Hugo.

To some of Victor Hugo's sublime utter-
ances he would listen with rapt attention
and then get up and pace the fivor whils
he commented upon the greatness of the
muthor.

“There is u great man.” he would remark
*“*There is a sublimely great man,who can do

something that is Immortal. who can pie- |

ture whal is really grand and glorious, and
whose soarings toward the infinite demon-
strate 10 us crdinary human belngs what
pigmies we are. 1 would rother be a Hugo,
a Byrun or a Tennyson for one short day
than to be an Alexander, Napcleon of Fred-
erick the Great for a Mfetime™

It was during sne of these commentaries
that his nature would serm t3 change, and,
throwing carclessly sside whatever he hap-
pened to have In his hapd, and as much as
to say: “What ls life, snyway ™ he would
seize his guitar and sing a drinking song
or gome wild and weird melody, as nobody
but Booth himself could render it

One night I ssked him to tell me some-
thing about his father and about the early

Ing ma eaptive. Th be candld with you, the
profession is a very uninferesting theme
with me. T like its great climaxes the same
as [ do the great upheavals in nature or the
meteoric flashes fn human Hfe. but the al-
mnst  endless detalls the oommonpluces,
weary me, although | know they are heces-
sary in the upbullding of anything.™
“Bpeaking of storming.” he continued, 1
remember one Incident in the career of my
futher that proved o be the regular thing
sure enough, and it was caussd by an un-
fortunate clreumstance, the same ns has
overtaken me hire. | was oniy 10 vears old
when it happened, but had already played
boys” parts and thought | was considerable
of an The company had been en-
Eagad the cltizens of a small town In

artor,

by

Central New York to give a performatce
on Christmars night. The new town hall, or
opern-house, was to he dedicated that night. |
and the people had gotten up a programime |

| for both day and night thay, was to make

that Christmuas one of the red-letter days |
in the history of the town. Cur company |
ardlved there Christmas Eve and was given |
an honorable reception by the Mayor anl
lending citizens, Men, women and childres
lowked forward to the coming day as 1he
smeil Loy generally anticipates the advent j
of m circus Into & villuge, But, alas, when |
Christmax momning dawnad, the opera- |
house was a mass of smouldering ruins.
Famous Old Tragedian Almost
8hed Tears Over Disappointment.

“My father was In despair and the people
almost shed tears over what they consid-
ered o dire calamity, After breakfast my
father went out for a walk, no doubt for
the purposs of trying to shake off the keen
disappointment be fell. In less than an
hour he returned to the hotel, full of ener-
gy, and said to the members of the com-
pany: "The show will be given. Let every
one get ready to lend a helping band, for
much work will huve 0 be done before
night.”

*“It seems that in strolliing around town
my father passed & large frame structure
that was just being comploted and was in-
tended for s Hvery stable and barn. The
fdea at once occurred 1o him that the bulld-
ing could be used for a theater, and he Jost
no time In making satisfactory arrange-
ments with the owner. It soon became
known all over town that the performance
was to take place. Beores of men came for-
ward and volunteered to assist in getting
the house ready for the play. The citizens
donated chalrs, talbles and anything else
they possessed thal was nesded for the
night’'s entertainment, and before supper
time the « any congratulated Itmelf
upon huving constructed a very good place
fur the performance,

“pig turkey dinners, fireworks and the
drinking of egENOEE had been the order of
day and st night every one was primed
for the theatrical performance.

“The town was crowded with wisltors
from the surrounding country, and when
the box office opened my father had the

1 ing bundreds in line ready
§ o'clock the huge plle of
money had been taken in, and every mseat
was full, with a Dumber standing up in
the alsles.

Pile of Gold and Bilver Enthused
Every Member ol’thaco-m.
_“During my whole career since that night

I have pever secD & company of actors whe
wera more enthusiastic and Nlled with &

cOmpany was on
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SNOWBOUND WITH JOUN WILKES BOOTH AT CAMERON. MO

)
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G AHARWER. |

this occasion. The old

gentleman himself, after glancing at the

big pile of =ilver and gold on the treasur-

er's tuble, was full of fire and the enter-

ininment opened with a grand hurrah. The

play was “Richard 111" and. my father sald

ever afterwards that during his wholes life
before the footlights he had never beheld a

play rendered with more

genuine energy

and enthusinem. wherein the actorg played

their Jdifferent

part= as artisticalls as if

they were playing to a royal audience.

him much the worst of it.

“Ohe clrcumstance adled much to the
reallam of the affalr, as a harestarming
enterprise. The room adjolning, Intorsled
for the vohicle department of the
was utilized that night for the accommesla-
tlon of the horees and mules. The parti-
tion had not been entircly completed be-
tween the two rooms, and the audieme
vould plainly observe the animuls munching
their hay In the sialls"

Here Booth chuckled to hime-1f and
marked: “Wonder if Richard would have
offered his kingdom for a horse, if the anl-
mals were as plentiful and convenient

siabie,

-

on

the real Bosworth field as they were at this
mimic representation Hesides he mizht
have had the cholce of a horse or o mule,

whichever was hest suited to his nocessi-
thea

Festivities Ended With a Wl
ding and an All-Night Ball.

“The festivities ended with a wedding and
a grand ball at the hotel, which tasted uo-
tl morning. with almost every one In m ~omne-
ditlon which maght be termed comfortabls

Sereral little children played around the depot every day while Booth
was there—sometimes they would all join against him and give

a lord that morning and the company teok
s departurs, feeling greatly elated over
the success of what promised at first (o be
a dismal fallure.™

Threa or four mornings after Booth's ar-
rival he came rushing Into the depot office
in a =tate of almost convulsive merriment.
“Come with me.” he sald, “snd I will
show you something that will make you
feel like dropping to the floor.™

I had an Ydes of what he had discovered,
but =ald nothing and went along with him.
We crossed the maflrond track and, entered
the one saloom in town, Kkept by John
fhur'e, A score of men were standing
arcund and Shurtz was busy thawing out
his botties of whisky, which bad been fro-
zon moild and which he thawed out every
morning by placing them on a frame struc-
ture aroumnd the stove. Hers each morning
1 thirsty erowd would walt while their
morning dram was converted Inte liquid
form, During those war days the adultera-
tion of whisky had become an old story to
Misssurians. but the thawing out process
vavsed  Hooth the greatest amusement

He would go over every morning andl
watch the saloor Kevper ar his work and
npon his return Indolges fn the deolles l*l.;s
most smusing commetits upon the peculiap =
procedure. 1l have the o ha
would remark, “when [ couldn’™t get n orin
because I was dead broke and for othes J
reasons, bul this Is the time T &
hud to wait for them to thaw It o™

e . P

Ocenlt Dream of a {

£
Hideous Assassination. 4
’
It was on the second night, ! think he- ¥
fore Booth's departure for the Fast, when %
an Inchdent occurred which disd not impress §
me very forcibly at the time. but in the
light of subsequent events seemesd ton ba
quite remarkable. [ have never been mach Y
of a bellever in Spirituadism, occultism, the 3
communion of souls or anything in thas

line, and 1 have no theory 1o advance now
regarding the singular occurrenye , but
deem the clroumstances worthy of relaling.

We had retired thot nlght about ek
after having spent a delightful evening m
reading, music and comversation upon Jif-
ferent subjects. Along about 2 ovimk [
awoke 1o fAnd mysell struggling ke & mat
man in the arms of Dooth, who wos deing
bis utmast o hold me wtill ol awaken *
me. After becoming thoroughiy awikened
It required several minutes for me to re-
cover from the experiences | had passed
through in a hideons nightmare. ahen [ re- *
lated the substance of my dream to Rooth

IL appeared to me that | was walking
along the strecis of & lurge city that wera
shrouded in darkness 1o such an exteng
that T had to feel my way along the bualld-
inge. Buddenly a pisto] shot disturbed tha *
deathlike stillness and o large buallding  «
loomed up before me with Hght Masbhing
frum = hupdred windows :

T was standing ui the entrance of an alley
and beeame all at once panic stricken and
started to run through the alley. As, in
my dream, I dashed alorz, the scene secmed
to be lit up with meteorlize brightness and
I beheid a man emerge from the rvar of the 2
bullding and rush towards me. An impul-a
seiged upon me 1o bar his way, and as we
met he drew a dugzer, as if Lo strike me
down. When our eyes met 1 recognized
Boath.

That was all T remembered until I fousnd
myself struggling in his armse

Dream Was Recalled by the Faie |
of President Lincoln.
The following spring I entered the army,

and thought nothing mare of the matter,
untfl In IS, when the country was ejectri-
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Booth Traveled From Cameron
to Chillicothe in a Bleigh.
The weatber had been extremely cold an1
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drunk. Uf course “the ghost walked like

while he remained snowbound,
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require. and the two statements are sub-
mitted to the president and the op-ratineg
ofMcials together, The recommendation of
the operating officiale, beaded by the gen-
eral superintendent, If there be one, usuully
prevaile If the card be that of the Wheel- |
ing and Lake Erie Rallroad, a seotion of
whose hoard 18 shown, the trathe men will |
announce that they wani =0 many trains &
day out of Taoledo for Wheellug. so |
many out of Wheeling for Toledo and Cleves |

i land,

The procedure after that is very simple |
The operating men know about the time It
in desired to start the traln from the ter- |
minal, and also know conditiine prevaliieg |
along the lines which will enabje the train
to make a certain time betwesn cach of
the station=. For instance, the distapce be-
tween Toledo amd Manhattan Junction i«
two and two-tenths miles, The train which |
leaves at %M o'«lock in the morning i ai

t

12

2

MAKING UP A RAILROAD TIME CARD.

fast one, and, taking the fact that the tmain
st run theough the Toledo ryards Into
considerntion, it is decided at once to make
the runuing time between those two sta-
tiotis at seven minutes. A pin s placed 'n
the board of the Toledo cross-line at the
% point, ard then s slanted diagonally
arross the board until it strikes Manhat-
tan Junction at %27 a. m., or seven minute
spaces to the right. Another pin is placed
In that potnt, and the string i» fastened tO
It

If 1t should be desired that the train lie
over at that point for five minutes, this I
noted on the traln board by the string be-
ing run horigontally on the Manhatisn
Junction Hne for five minutes. If the train
i= supposed to be In motion, again the
string is alanted toward the next station.
Fuch sotithbound train is “strung wp"” as
ther term I, In the same manner, untfl all
of the southbound tralos have been Pro-

3 .

T RE NI NSNS N AP o W PN G gl g

vided for. The board thenm would present
the appearance of a series of seemingiy
meaninglesa lines drawn diagonally on its_
fTace. 3

When It comes to adjusting the running
time of the nerthbound (rains to that of the
southbound traine, the trouble begine. The
northbound trains are marked up on the
bottom of the board In a similar manner to
those at the top of the board, and as they
make progress acroms the country the libes
representing them are creeping nearer to
the right-hand side of the board. Naturally,
if the road be a long one, the traing meet-
Ing will make cross-lines on the map some-
where. The difficulty is for the superin-
tendents to so adjust the ronning Ui ol
thess trains to meet the demands of jhe
business and still have them come within
the possibilities of the facllities of the
track.

For instance. If a through f(reignt tre
that always carries forty-five cars, mecls
ancother train regularly at a certaln placs
which has about an equal nomber of cars, -
one of those irains must be sidetracked;
hence it s necesmary to cause them lo meet
at a place where the road haw siding =
ties for forty-five cars, or more These fit-
tle points make It a puzzling task thmey -+
to adjust the schedule just right and make
the proceedings long drawn out.

After the board has been entirely “strung™ .
the full details of It are taken off snd pot
Into printed form, muking what they call
he working card of the trains, This shows

where all of the tralns meet, and which
irains are supposed to be in the same vicin-
ity at the same time. This working card
gives the exact time every train s supposed -
to be at every point on the road. In case

mmummm‘
cmrTying out of the dictates of this card, It

—_— e
Centent. v
Content to come, conlamt to go, UL
Conmtent to wrestle or to race 1y
Content to know or not to know, o - i
Each in his place. = R
Lord, grant us grace to love Thes so; K
That giad of heart and glad of face ., ., .
At last we may =it high or jow,
Ench in his place W par
bl ‘.
Whers pleasures flow as rivers fow, .
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